
 

 

 

 

was born in Burke, Vermont, but removed in early
childhood with his parents to Danville, which was
thenceforth his home. He �tted for college,
entered Brown University at the age of 21, and took
high rank as a scholar; but after a year and a half he
was obliged to leave college by the condition of his
health. His physician advised a sea voyage so he
sailed to Australia where after a stay full of

Preston had returned to Danville and was engaged
in business when the war broke out. He enlisted in
September of 1861 in the First Vermont Cavalry,
was chosen Captain of Company D which he had
been active in recruiting and from that day gave all
his energy of mind and body to the duties of a soldier.

 
 

On the day of his (Addison Preston’s) death  
at Hawes’ Shop, Virginia, General (George-

Armstrong) Custer voiced the opinion  
of many when he turned away  

from his corpse and said,  
“There lies the best �ghting Colonel  

in the Cavalry Corps.” 
George Benedict, 
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colonel 
addison w. preston 

uniform dedication
at the 

danville historical 
society

choate sias house
121 Hill Street, Danville, VT

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 2023 AT 2 PM

View
the newly acquired Preston 

dress uniform collection 
from Gettysburg with additional Preston 

artifacts, and other Civil War items. 
Tours 11:30am-2pm and post ceremony 

until 4pm. Dedication at 2pm.

on Danville 
Community Fair Day

Vermont Civil War Hemlocks 
will be participating in the 

Danville Fair Parade beginning at 10:30am. 
around the Danville Green. The Hemlocks 
will also offer displays and exhibits on the 

Historical Society grounds. 

Danville 
Residents 
Take Note:

Authentic Civil War 
cannon and muskets 

will fire between 
2:45pm-3:00pm from 

the Choate Sias House. 


